
Poor spelling an indication of more serious 
problems.  
Published in the Washington Post, March 
26, 2018:  
 
Mr. Trump’s spelling mistakes reflect 
problems deeper than a failure to proofread 
(“Elected to read, not to proofread,” March 
21, 2018). My research shows that poor 
spelling is often the result of not having a 
reading habit. Studies also show that those 
who read a lot know more about history and 
science. They also have greater empathy 
with others, and understand that the world 
is complex.   
 
Mr. Trump is a perfect example of a non-
reader.  
 
Stephen Krashen 
Professor Emeritus 
University of Southern California, Los 
Angeles 
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